
 

EUROPEAN DATABASE OF ASYLUM LAW 

 

ABOUT  

The European Database of Asylum Law (EDAL) (www.asylumlawdatabase.eu/en) is an online database managed by the 

European Council on Refugees and Exiles which provides free access to key asylum and refugee case law from 22 European 

States as well as jurisprudence from the Court of Justice of the EU (CJEU) and the European Court of Human Rights 

(ECtHR). The Database furnishes summaries of relevant jurisprudence in both English and the Member State’s national 

language, providing a link and/or pdf to the full text of the original judgment where available.  

EDAL is the host to over 1500 national and European Court case summaries, covering matters pertaining to legislation under 

the Common European Asylum System (CEAS) as well as international human rights law.  

BACKGROUND  

Originally co-ordinated in 2010 by the Irish Refugee Council with funding from the European Refugee Fund, EDAL is now led 
by the European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE). Spanning over 22 jurisdictions case summaries cover judgments 
on all CEAS legislation as well as the Family Reunification Directive, the Returns Directive and case law from the two 
European Courts.  
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OBJECTIVES  

To enable legal practitioners, decision and policy makers as well as academics to access domestic cases and learn from 

practice in other EU countries, thereby increasing the consistency and quality in the interpretation of EU asylum law, 

particularly by the judiciary in various jurisdictions.  

To highlight divergences and protection gaps in the interpretation and application of asylum legislation and international 

instruments by States and to strengthen the development of harmonised standards of protection within the CEAS as well 

as compliance with international standards.  

To support and assist practitioners in the provision of quality legal counsel to those in need of international protection via 

EDAL’s dissemination of case law, resources and journal articles.  

FEATURES  

•» CRITERIA FOR CASE SUMMARIES  

The Database maintains an accurate and balanced view 

of jurisprudence at a national level. EDAL will include 

jurisprudence where a significant point of law has been 

discussed and the reasoning of the decision maker was 

evident and instructive, regardless of whether the 

outcome of the judgment is considered as pro- or anti- 

applicant. Notably, EDAL features cases which are 

precedent setting, contribute to policy changes, indicate 

an evolution or regression in the national interpretation of 
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an EU provision, examine the extent of transposition of EU 

acquis legislation, highlight protection gaps as well as the 

implementation of an ECtHR or CJEU decision. In this 

manner, cases do not have to be those solely related to 

decisions of higher courts or jurisprudence which only 

concerns country of origin information.  

The case summaries are no longer than 1000 words with a 

language which is accessible to all users. Each case is 

succinct, structured and organised with a consistency in 

the language where applicable national authorities, courts 

and legislation are referred to. Whilst summaries do not 

need to address every aspect or issue in the selected 

case, they should address those that are significant and 

relevant to the aims of the database as listed above. EDAL 

offers individualised and tailored training, advice on 

anonymity as well as a case template to help the authors 

with case summaries.  

Each case summary refers to the facts, the decision and 

reasoning as well as the outcome and comments which 

lists any dissenting opinions or other useful information 

relating to the case. Case summaries refer to relevant 

legislative instruments where they are fundamentally 

central to the case. This is a useful tool to track how 

national courts are interpreting and applying European 

case law. Key words are also included in the case 

summary and have all been derived from terminology 

used in the Directives and Regulation or other official 

sources such as the UNHCR and the IOM. As they are 

used in the headnotes and body of each case summary 

this ensures consistency and further allows the user of the 

database to search all cases which relate to terms such as 

“persecution” or “best interests of the child”, for example.  

 

•» SEARCH FUNCTION  

Cases are searchable via a predictive text keyword search 

function. They can also be filtered by Court, country of 

decision and applicable legal provisions.  

 
“I really appreciate the work of EDAL and the 
summaries that are made on the cases. It is a great 

aid for us and for asylum seekers.” Quotation taken 
from email correspondence with a regular user of 
EDAL, May 2015. 

•» JOURNAL  

EDAL regularly publishes blog articles from asylum 

practitioners and academics covering topics ranging from 

detention to credibility assessment. Our bloggers analyse 

and provide legal commentary on the most pertinent 

national and European case law relating to asylum 

matters as well as the interpretation of European and 

international human rights treaties by courts.  

•» UP-TO-DATE NEWS  

Timely news items are published on EDAL, keeping the 

reader up-to-date with the latest national and European 

case law as well as NGO publications and country of origin 

reports.  

•» RESOURCES  

The Database offers country information which provides 

an outline of national legal frameworks relating to asylum 

and subsidiary protection applications, determinations and 

appeals (including national case law databases). Thus, 

reference is made to the structure of administrative or 

judicial decision-making bodies, appeal mechanisms and 

rights to legal representation. Moreover, national, EU and 

international legislation as well as other resources that 

asylum practitioners will need when providing counselling 

to those in need of international protection are also 

provided in the Database.  

•» LANGUAGES  

EDAL’s language function allows the audience to read 

case law, legislation, resources, country overviews and 

support documents in 14 EU languages.

 

Please contact Stavros Papageorgopoulos (spapageorgopoulos@ecre.org) should you have any 
queries relating to EDAL or would like to contribute to the journal and/or case summaries. 
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