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Headnote:
For the purposes of access to legal cover for persons applying for international protection,
documents issued by the Italian police certifying a person?s identity (residence permit) should
be considered as being valid and wholly sufficient to identify the foreigner and, in consequence,
to provide legal aid at the State?s expense, regardless of the precise particulars in the country
of origin.

Facts:
The Council of the Bar Association in Catania, which is the competent authority as regards
granting state-funded legal aid, rejected an application for such assistance on the basis of an

?absence of appropriate documentation certifying the identity of the Applicant?, notwithstanding
the fact that the case file included a residence permit as an asylum seeker. This decision was
contested.

Decision & Reasoning:
The Court did not agree with the contested decision and granted state-funded legal aid to the
Applicant because the case involved a citizen of the Ivory Coast who was applying for international
protection and, for that reason, it was quite legitimate that he did not have documentation provided
by the consular authorities of the country of origin.
In the Court?s view, a person applying for international protection should be granted legal aid even
in the absence of documentation issued by the consular authorities in the country of origin, since a
reading of the relevant regulations that takes into account the provisions of the Constitution
imposes a duty to do so in order to avoid an unlawful violation of the right of access to legal
protection.

Outcome:
A decree was issued granting state-funded legal aid.
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